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Giving Shape to Falstaff 
a lecture by Gabriele Dotto 

Thursday, Oct. 17,  2019 at 6:30pm 

Where: Bloomfield Township Public Library  

1099 Lone Pine Road -Bloomfield Township, MI 48302 

 Giuseppe Verdi’s final operatic masterpiece, Falstaff, is a brilliant comedy that astonished the musical world, 

coming as it did from the imagination of an author whose previous operas were the very embodiment of Romantic 

drama and tragic action. Yet here was a fast-paced, sophisticated and witty score (the conductor Toscanini referred to 

it as “quicksilver”) written to an equally brilliant libretto inspired by Shakespeare. And to think that just a few years 

earlier, Verdi had wanted to retire from the theater altogether. 

 The back-story of how Falstaff came to be, of the collaboration between the great composer and his 

ingenious librettist Arrigo Boito, and of the crafty diplomacy and expert project-management of his publisher Giulio 

Ricordi, make for a tale every bit as fascinating as the plot of the opera itself. 

The presentation will include images of sets and costumes from the opera’s premiere, preserved in the famous 

Ricordi Historical Archive of Milan. 

~~Gabriele Dotto, a scholar specialized in 19th- and early 20th-Century Italian opera, is general editor of the critical editions 
of the operas of Puccini and co-general editor of those of Donizetti, both published by Casa Ricordi of Milan. He was the first 
managing editor of the Verdi critical edition (University of Chicago Press), for which he is preparing the edition of Falstaff. He 
is currently director of the Michigan State University Press and serves as director of scholarly initiatives at Milan’s Archivio 
Storico Ricordi. 

This event is open to the public. Light refreshments will be served. 

Reservation is required by October 16, 2019 

https://www.dantemichigan.org/event/settimana-della-lingua-italiana-2019/ 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